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ABSTRACT
Aceclofenac, an analgesic and anti inflammatory drug is used in treatment of osteo arthritis, rheumatoid arthritis and
ankylosing spondylitis. Various compositions of Aceclofenac solid dispersions were prepared by physical mixing,
fusion and solvent evaporation methods using. PVP, PEG 6000, mannitol and urea as carrier to enhance the solubility
of drug. The formulations evaluated for drug content, invitro dissolution study and also characterized by IR and DSC
studies. There is no interaction between drug and carrier. The general trend indicated that there was a increase in
invitro drug release for solid dispersion prepared in the following order Urea > PEG 6000 > PVP > Mannitol. Based on
invtiro drug release pattern, 1:3 drug carrier ratio was selected as ideal dispersion for gels. HPMC selected as ideal gel
base for preparation of gels and dispersions are incorporated to gel bases by trituration. Formulations were
characterized for rheological studies, drug content estimation and invitro diffusion study, IR spectro scopy. All these
properties were found to be ideal. The in vitro release of Aceclofenac solid dispersion incorporated gel is significantly
improved when compared to pure drug in corporated gel.
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INTRODUCTION
Aceclofenac is an analgesic, anti pyretic and
antiflammatory drug.
The major drawback of
Aceclofenac is its poor aqeous solubility1.
The
continuous use of Aceclofenac through oral route
cuases ulcerogenic effect2. However no much attempt
has been made so far for subcutaneous absorption. In
order to enhance bioavailability, the improvement of
its solubility and dissolution characteristics is
considered to be very effective. Solid dispersion is an
effective technique which can easily enhance the
dissolution rate of drugs3. Subcutaneous absorption of
Aceclofenac with solid dispersion was significantly
greater than that obtained with an intact drug 4. The
present study was performed to investigate the
dissolution behavior and topical absorption
characteristics of Aceclofenac from solid dispersion
incorporated gels, tend to avoid typical side effect of
NSAIDS associated with oral and systemic
administration. To improve the permeability of
Aceclofenac, the use of gel bases is a logical approach
to increase the drug flux across the epithelium. To
determine the diffusion properties of drugs in
semisolid vehicles especially when the release of drug
is at the application site is likely to be rate limited by
the diffusion of the drug. The ability of vehicle to
release the drug at the local site is limited by
numerous factors such as drug‐vehicle, drug‐skin and
vehicle‐skin interaction. In this paper the influence of

Aceclofenac solid dispersion on diffusion from HPMC
gel base was investigated in order to develop the
effective semisolid formulation of Aceclofenac for
treatment of osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis and
ankylosing spondylitis.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Chemicals
Aceclofenac was a gift sample from Unix Biotech Pvt.
Ltd., Baddi (Solan).
Polyvinyl pyrrolidone,
polyethylene glycol 6000, HPMC was purchased from
Loba Chem Pvt. Ltd (Mumbai). Urea, mannitol, sodium
hydroxide were purchased from S.D. Fine chemical Pvt.
Ltd, (Mumbai) All the chemicals used in the present
study were of AR Grade.
Preparation of solid dispersions
Preparation of physical mixture5
The physical mixture of Aceclofenac prepared using
PEG6000, PVP & urea in 1:1, 1:2 and 1:3 ratios were
obtained by mixing pulverized powders of drugs and
various carriers with the help of a spatula.
Preparation by solvent evaporation method6,7
The required amount of Aceclofenac and carrier in 1:1,
1:2 & 1:3 ratio were dissolved in sufficient volume of
methanol with continuous stirring. The solvent from
the solution was removed at 45° with continuous
stirring to obtain dry mass. The dried mass was
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pulverized passed through 44 mesh sieve and stored
in desiccator until used for further studies.
Preparation by fusion method8
Solid dispersion of Aceclofenac & carriers in ratios of
1:1, 1:2 & 1:3 were obtained by melting carrier in a
porcelain dish at 80 – 85° and to this Aceclofenac
added with thorough mixing for 1‐2 minutes followed
by quick cooling. The dried mass was the pulverized
passed through 44 mesh sieve and stored in a
desiccator until used for further studies.
Characterization of solid dispersions
The prepared solid dispersion were evaluated for drug
carrier interaction using differential scanning
calorimetry (DSC – Pyris – 6) and FTIR (Perkin Elmer
1600 series) spectral studies. For DSC studies samples
were sealed in aluminium pans and the DSC
thermograms were recorded at a heating rate of
10°/min from 100°C − 300°C. FTIR spectrum was
carried by KBR pellet method. The solid dispersions
were also characterized for appearance.
The
displacement value of solid dispersions and pure drug
was determined.
Invitro dissolution studies for solid dispersions9
The USP dissolution apparatus (Type‐II) was used for
evaluation of in vitro release profile of solid
dispersions. The dissolution medium was 900ml
phosphate buffer of pH 7.4 kept at 37 ± 0.1°. The drug
or physical mixture or solid dispersion was filled in
capsule and then kept in the basket of dissolution
apparatus, which was then rotated at 50 rpm. Samples
of 5ml were with drawn at specified time intervals and
analyzed spectrophotometrically at 275 nm. Withdrawn
samples were replaced by fresh buffer solution.
Preparation of solid dispersion incorporated gels10
HPMCGel: Weighed quantity of HPMC soaked in 75ml
water for 24 hours then glycerin, DMSO was added
with stirring. The solid dispersions containing 1%
drug was dissolved in ethanol and this dry solution
was added to above gel with continuous stirring.
Physical characterization of Gels
Physical characterization such as spreadability,
extrudability, viscosity, PH, drug content was measured.
Determination of spreadibility11
The spreadibility of the formulations was determined
by an apparatus suggested by Mutimer et al, which
was suitable modified in the laboratory and used for
the study. It consists of a wooden block which was
provided by a pulley at one end. A rectangular ground
glass plate was fixed on the block. An excess of gels
(about 2 g) under study was placed on this ground plate.
The gel was then sandwiched between this plate and
another glass plate having the dimensions of the

ground plate and provided with the hook. A 300gm
weight was placed on the top of two plates for five
minutes to expel air and the provide a uniform film of
the gel between the plates. Excess of gel was scrapped
off from the edges. The top plate was then subjected to
a pull of 30g. with the help of a string attached to the
hook and the time (in sec) required by the top plate to
cover a distance of 10cms was noted. The spreadibility
was calculated using the formula. S = m l/t where, s =
spreadibility, m = weight tied to the upper glass slide,
l= length of the glass side and t = time taken in
seconds.9
Determination of Extrudability12
The apparatus used for extrudability was suitably
fabricated in the laboratory. It consist of a wooden
block inclined at an angle of 45° fitted with a thin, ling
metal strip (tin) at one end. While the other end was
free. The aluminium tube containing 10gm of gel was
positioned on inclined surface of wooden block 30gm
weight was placed on free end of the aluminium strip
and was just touched for 10 seconds. The quantity of
gel extruded from each tube was noted.
Determination of viscosity13
Viscosity of prepared gels was determined by Brook
field programmable DV‐II viscometer.
Determination of pH13
pH of formulation determined by dispersing 0.5 gm of
gel in 50 ml of water. It was checked using digital pH
meter at constant temperature. Prior to this, the pH
meter was calibrated using buffer solution of pH 4.0
and 9.2, and then electrode was washed with
demineralised water. The electrode was then directly
dipped in to gel formulation and constant reading as
noted.
Determination of drug content14
One gm of solid dispersion incorporated gel was mixed
with methanol, diluted to 100ml then after filtering the
stock solution, filtrate was diluted suitably and
absorbance was measured against blank at 275nm.
In vitro diffusion studies for solid dispersion
incorporated gels15
The in‐vitro diffusion studies for the gels were carried
out by apparatus consist of cylindrical glass tube
which was opened at both the ends 1gm of gel
formulation equivalent to 10gm of Aceclofenac was
spread uniformly on the surface of cellophane
membrane (previously soaked in water for overnight).
Whole assembly was fixed in such a way that the lower
end of tube containing gel was just touched the surface
of diffusion medium i.e. 100ml PH 7.4 phosphate
buffer contained in 150ml beaker which was placed in
water bath and maintained at 37 ± 2°C, the contents
were stirred using magnetic stirrer at 5 ± 5 rpm. The
sampling was done at different time intervals over a
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period of 6 hours and absorbance was measured at
275 nm using shimadzu UV‐visible spectrophotometer.

Physical characteristics of Aceclofenac solid dispersion
incorporated gels: Physical characteristics were
measured according to the methods describe above.
The results and listen in Table 3.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Dissolution profile

The in vitro diffusion studies were performed by over
a period of 6 hours and results are shown in figure 4.

The in vitro release studies of different batches of solid
dispersions are shown in figure 1, 2 and 3. The solid
dispersion prepared by solvent evaporation showed
improved dissolution when compared with physical
mixtures, fusion method and pure drug. Among the solid
dispersions prepared 1:3 ratio showed greater solubility
than the others. Because of enhanced/ greater release
solid dispersion prepared with 1:3 drug carrier ratios
was selected as ideal batch for incorporation into gels.

The dissolution rate of Aceclofenac from solid
dispersion is significantly higher than that of pure
drug. Solid dispersion prepared by fusion method
showed faster drug release than prepared by. Solvent
evaporation followed by physical mixture. IR studies
indicated that no chemical interaction between drug
and carrier took place during preparation of solid
dispersion of Aceclofenac.

Table 1: Formulation of Aceclofenac dispersion
Formulation
code
GP1
GP2
GP3
VP1
VP2
VP3
UP1
UP2
UP3

Drug
carrier
ratio
1:1
1:2
1:3
1:1
1:2
1:3
1:1
1:2
1:3

Method

Formulation
code

Carrier

Mannitol
Physical
mixture

PEG 6000

Urea

MF1
MF2
MF3
GF1
GF2
GF3
UF1
UF2
UF3

Drug
carrier
ratio
1:1
1:2
1:3
1:1
1:2
1:3
1:1
1:2
1:3

Method

Carrier

VS1
VS2
VS3
GS1
GS2
GS3

PVP
Fusion
method

Formulation
code

PEG
6000

Drug
carrier
ratio
1:1
1:2
1:3
1:1
1:2
1:3

Method

Solvent
Evaporation
method

Table 2: Formulation of Aceclofenac solid dispersion
Ingredients
SD equivalent to 1gm of Aceclofenac
HPMC (gm)
Ethanol (ml)
DMSO (ml)
Glycerol (ml)
Dist water (ml)

HGP3
4.0
4.0
8.0
0.25
5.0
100.00

HGF3
4.0
5.0
8.0
0.25
5.0
100.00

HGS3
4.0
6.0
8.0
0.25
5.0
100.00

HVP3
4.0
4.0
8.0
0.25
5.0
100.00

HUF3
4.0
5.0
8.0
0.25
5.0
100.00

HVS3
4.0
6.0
8.0
0.25
5.0
100.00

Table 3: Physical characteristics of Aceclofenac solid dispersion incorporated gels
Formulation code
HAG
HGP3
HGF3
HVP3
HVP3
HUF3
HVS3
+ → Satisfactory

PH
6.5
6.9
6.7
7.1
6.4
6.6
6.8

Drug content (%)
98.52
97.78
96.30
95.57
98.15
98.89
97.04

Viscosity (Cp)
291.1
292.4
384.4
832.8
292.4
384.4
832.8

Spreadibility (gcm/s)
15.53
15.69
11.40
8.55
16.87
12.05
8.61

Extrudability
++
++
++
+
++
++
+

++ → Good
G P1
G P2
G P3
VP1
VP2
VP3
U P1
U P2
U P3
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Fig. 1: Percent release of Aceclofenac from (GP1, GP2 & GP3), (VP1, VP2 & VP3) & (UP1, UP2 & UP3) prepared by
physical mixing.
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Fig. 2: Percent release of Aceclofenac from (MF1, MF2 & MF3), (GF1, GF 2 & GF 3) & (UF1, UF 2 & UF 3) prepared by
fusion method
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Fig. 3: Percent release of Aceclofenac from (VS1, VS2 & VS3) & (GS1, GS2 & GS3) solid dispersions prepared by
solvent evaporation method
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Fig. 4: Diffusion profile of Aceclofenac solid dispersion incorporated gels from various formulations
CONCLUSION

REFERNCES

The in vitro diffusion study of Aceclofenac solid
dispersion incorporated gels was greatly improved
when compared with those of intact Aceclofenac
incorporated gels. From overall formulations HVP3
was found to be the best formulations.

1.

British Pharmacopoeia,The Department of Health, Social
Service and Public Safety London; 2001: page 12 – 14.

2.

Martindale, the complete drug references, 33rd edition, edited
by Sean C.Sweetman, published by Pharmaceutical Press,
London; 2002:11:63:p1127‐1128.

3.

Dehghan MH, Jafar M. Improving dissolution of Meloxicam
using Solid dispersion, Iranian Journal of Pharmaceutical
research 2006; 4:231 – 238.

4.

Madhusudan B, Rambhan D, Gudsoorkar VR, Shete JS and Apte
SS. Development and evaluation of antifungal activity of O/W
type cream containing solid dispersion of clotrimazole. Indian
Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Nov – Dec. 1999; 61 (6):
346 – 349.

From the above results, it may be concluded that solid
dispersion incorporated.
Gels were better for
improvement of dissolution and diffusion of
Aceclofenac and also to overcome gastric side effect of
the drug.

114

5.

Panigrahi L, John T, Shariff A,Shobharani RH. Formulation and
evaluation of Lincomycin Hcl gels.
Indian Journal of
Pharmaceutical Sciences 1997; 330 – 332.

10. Mohanta GP, Subramanian N, Manavalan R, Rao YV.
Formulation and evaluation of film forming chlorhexidine
gluconate gels. Indian Drug 2000 Dec 37 (12): 561 – 565.

6.

Hima Sankar K, Murali Mohan Babu G.V, Krishna Babu P.S.
Studies on the solid dispersions system of Glipizide. Indian
Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences 2002;64 (5): 433 – 439.

11. Mutimer M.N. Riffikin C, Hill J.A., Marry E, Cry N.G, Gliekman G.J.
Am Pharm, Assoc. Sci 1956:45, 212.

7.

Kuchekar BS, Yadav AV. Solid dispersion of Paracetamol using
β‐Cyclodextrin and dextrin. The Eastern Pharmacist. Sept.
1995; 149 – 150.

8.

Boral A, Sen N, Ghosh LK, Gupta BK. Solid dispersion
technology for controlling drug release and absorption. The
Eastern Pharmacist 1995 April: Page 141 – 143.

9.

Kamal Dua, Ramanna MV, Sara Uvs, Himaja M, Garg V et al.
Dissolution enhancement of aceclofenac through solid
dispersions. The Indian pharmacist. June 2006; 70 – 72.

12. Liberman H.A, Rieger M.M, Banker G.S. Pharmaceutical Dosage
Forms: Disperse systems. Marcel Dekker. NY, 1989; 549.
13. Gupta G.D. Gaud R.S. Release rate of tenoxicam fram acrypol
gels. The Indian Pharmacist 2005; 69 – 75.
14. Shanmugan S, Cendil Kumar A, Vetrichelvan J, Manavalan R
,Venkappayya D et al. Spectro photometric method for the
estimation of aceclofenac in tablets. Indian Drugs Feb 2005; 42
(2): 106 – 107.
15. Sanjay, Jain BD, Amol P, Patel K, Vinod M. Formulation
development and evaluation of fluconazole gel in various
polymer bases. Asian Journal of Pharmaceutics. June 2007; 1
(1): 63 – 68.

115

