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ABSTRACT
Objective: Mucuna cochinchinensis (Lour.) Cheval (Leguminosae) commonly known as ‘Lyon bean’ is an annual twining herb with high content of Ldopa, a drug of choice in Parkinson’s disease. Since the antioxidant property has significant role in many diseases, the present study was aimed to
evaluate the in-vitro antioxidant and cytotoxic effect of Mucuna cochinchinensis seed extracts.
Methods: Standard in-vitro antioxidant assays such as reducing power, super oxide scavenging, nitric oxide scavenging and lipid peroxidation were
performed. Anticancer activity was demonstrated using MTT assay on human cell lines.
Results: The Mucuna cochinchinensis seed extracts exhibit potent antioxidant effect compared to the standards on all the tested protocols. MTT
assay revealed the potency of extracts as better anticancer agent.
Conclusion: To conclude, this study demonstrates the potentiality of Mucuna cochinchinensis seed in treatment of cancer.
Keywords: Anticancer, Antioxidant, Mucuna cochinchinensis.

INTRODUCTION
Oxidative damages are either removed or repaired by host
antioxidant defense mechanisms [1] carried out by specific enzymes.
Antioxidant properties are one of the most important claims for food
ingredients, dietary supplements, cosmetics and anticancer natural
products [2] since the therapeutic effects of several medicinal plants
are usually attributed to their antioxidant phytoconstituents. It has
been clearly stated that, an inverse relationship between dietary
intake of antioxidant rich foods and incidence of human diseases
were determined [3]. Because of multiple mechanism of actions and
least toxic nature, plant based antioxidants are preferred rather than
synthetic drugs [4,5]. Cancer do affect nearby cells and also very
difficult in the treatment due to drug resistance, toxicity and low
specificity [6]. Over 50% of the drugs in clinical trials for anticancer
activity were isolated from natural sources or related to them [7]
also been reported with antioxidant property. An widespread idea in
screening of plants for possible medicinal and antioxidant
properties; the isolation and characterization of diverse
phytochemicals and the utilization to antioxidants of natural origin
to prevent the diseases have been in current scenario.
Mucuna cochinchinensis (Family: Leguminosae., Synonum: Lyon bean)
is an annual twining herb with white or pale purple flowers and
glabrescent pods. It is widely distributed in the tropics and subtropics
and cultivated mostly in Bengal and Bihar region of India for its edible
pods and seeds. The fleshy and tender fruits of the plant are valued as
vegetable [8]. The seed contains carbohydrate 55.8%, protein 27.5%
and fat 3.6%. The fruits of M. cochinchinensis yield L-dopa (0.96%),
which is an important drug for Parkinson’s disease [9]. Mucuna
pruriens exhibit antioxidant property due to L-dopa related to its
antiparkinsons activity is well understood [10]. The proximate
composition and amino acid profile of Mucuna cochinchinensis
suggested that it could be a promising nutritional supplement [11]. On
view of this an attempt was made in this study to explore Mucuna
cochinchinensis seeds for its antioxidant and anti cancer activity.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Plant materials and Extraction
Mucuna cochinchinensis seeds were collected from Western Ghats,
Tamilnadu, India and were identified and authenticated by
renowned Botanist. A voucher specimen was kept in Department of
Pharmacognosy, Ultra College of Pharmacy, Madurai (Voucher

specimen No: UCP/11/031). The seeds were dried in shade and
powdered in a mechanical grinder. About 250 g of dried seed
powder was extracted by cold maceration using shaker for 72 hr in
1.0 L of methanol and 1.0 L of ethyl acetate [12]. The methanolic
extract (MMC) and ethyl acetate extract (EMC) of M. cochinchinensis
were concentrated in rotary vacuum evaporator and preserved in
tightly closed container. The extracts thus obtained were directly
used in the phytochemical screening [13] antioxidant and cytotoxic
assays.
Total Phenolic and flavonoidal content
Folin’s Ciocalteu method was adopted to estimate total phenolic
content in the extracts [14] and total flavonoidal content was
estimated using the method described by Chang., et al [15].
Antioxidant activity
Determination of reducing power
The reducing power was determined using the method described by
Athukorala et al [16]. 1.0 ml extract is mixed with 2.5 ml of
phosphate buffer (200 mM, pH 6.6) and 2.5 ml of potassium
ferricyanide (30 mM) and incubated at 50°C for 20 min. Thereafter,
2.5 ml of trichloroacetic acid (600 mM) is added to the reaction
mixture, centrifuged for 10 min at 3000 rpm. The upper layer of
solution (2.5 ml) is mixed with 2.5 ml of distilled water and 0.5 ml of
FeCl3 (6 mM) and absorbance is measured at 700 nm. Ascorbic acid
[17] is used as a positive control.
Superoxide scavenging ability
The superoxide anion scavenging activity is measured as described
by Robak and Gryglewski (1988) [18]. The superoxide anion radicals
are generated in 3.0 ml of Tris- HCl buffer (16 mM, pH 8.0),
containing 0.5 ml of NBT (0.3mM), 0.5 ml NADH (0.936 mM)
solution, 1.0 ml extract and 0.5 ml Tris-HCl buffer (16 mM, pH 8.0).
The reaction is started by adding 0.5 ml PMS solution (0.12 mM) to
the mixture, incubated at 25°C for 5 min and then the absorbance is
measured at 560 nm against a blank sample and ascorbic acid [19] is
used as a positive control.
Nitric oxide method
Nitric oxide generated from sodium nitroprusside in aqueous solution
at physiological pH interact with oxygen to produce nitrite ions, which
were measured using the Griess reaction reagent. 3.0 ml of 10 mM
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sodium nitroprusside in phosphate buffer is added to 2.0 ml of extract
and reference compound in different concentrations (20 - 100 µg/ml).
The resulting solutions are then incubated at 25°C for 60 min. A
similar procedure is repeated with methanol as blank, which serves as
control. To 5.0 ml of the incubated sample, 5.0 ml of Griess reagent
(1% sulphanilamide, 0.1% naphthyethylene diamine dihydrochloride
in 2% H3PO3) is added and absorbance of the chromophore formed is
measured at 540 nm. Percent inhibition of the nitric oxide generated is
measured by comparing the absorbance values of control and test
preparations. Ascorbic acid, used as a positive control [20].
Lipid peroxidation
Egg yolk was separated out and washed with acetone until yellow
color disappears. The creamy white powder thus obtained is used
for the procedure by dissolving in phosphate buffer pH 7.4
(3mg/ml). The reaction mixture containing egg lecithin (1ml), ferric
chloride (0.02ml), ascorbic acid (0.02ml) and extract or standard
(0.1ml) in DMSO at various concentrations was kept for incubation
for 1 hour at 37ºC. After incubation 2 ml of 15% TCA and 2ml of
0.37% TBA were added. Then the reaction mixture was boiled for 15
min, cooled, centrifuged and absorbance of the supernatant was
measured at 532 nm. [21].
Determination of anticancer activity- MTT assay
The experiment was performed as described by Francis & Rita [22].
Briefly, the cancer cells were seeded in 96-well plates at a density of
1 × 104 cells/well in 100 μl RPMI. After twenty-four hours of
seeding, the medium was removed and then the cells were
incubated for 3 days with RPMI with the absence and/or the
presence of various concentration of M.cochinchinensis extracts.

Extracts were added at various concentrations ranging from 62.51000 μg/ml. After incubation, 20 μl of MTT reagent was added into
each well. These plates were incubated again for 4 h in CO 2
incubator at 37°C. The resulting MTT-products were determined by
measuring the absorbance at 570 nm using ELISA reader. The cell
viability was determined using the formula: Viability % = (optical
density of sample/optical density of control) × 100. IC50 values were
calculated as the concentrations that show 50% inhibition of
proliferation on any tested cell line.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In this study M.cochinchinensis seeds were evaluated for its potency
as an antioxidant and anticancer activity. Two different extracts viz.
methanolic (MMC) and ethyl acetate (EMC) were selected for this
study, as both extracts in many studies reported to have solublizing
ability of most of the secondary metabolites. The preliminary
phytochemical screening of MMC and EMC revealed the presence of
alkaloids, phenols, flavonoids, amino acids, quinones, steroids and
carbohydrate. MMC and EMC showed high concentrations of
phenolic and flavonoid content (Table 1).
The total flavonoidal content is rich in EMC (16.884±0.157 mE
Quercetin/mg dry extract) compared to MMC (4.093±0.031 mE
Quercetin/mg dry extract). Recent evidence has shown that
flavonoids have evolved particular roles in legumes [23]. The
bioactivity of flavonoids and related polyphenols appears to be
mediated through a variety of mechanisms, though particular
attention has been focused on their direct and indirect antioxidant
actions. Antioxidants may protect cell constituents against oxidative
damage and thereby limit the risk of various degenerative diseases
associated to oxidative stress [24].

Table 1: Total phenolic and flavonoid content of MMC and EMC
Total phenolic content
(mE GAE/mg dry extract)
MMC
4.96±0.048
Slope: Y=0.025X+0.0580
Regression: R2= 0.9952

Total flavonoid content
(mE Quercetin/mg dry extract)
MMC
4.093±0.031
Slope: Y=0.0391X+0.040
Regression: R2= 0.9830

EMC
6.56±0.051

EMC
16.884±0.157

MMC, EMC- Methanolic and Ethyl acetate extracts of Mucuna cochinchinensis seeds, GAE- Galic acid
Table 2: Antioxidant effects of MMC and EMC
Methods
Reducing power
Super oxide
Nitric oxide
Lipid peroxidation

MMC
IC50 (µg/ml)
88.5± 0.60
46.53± 0.50
46.0±0.50
586.96±0.27

R2
0.936
0.997
0.995
0.978

EMC
IC50 (µg/ml)
85.67±0.59
56.17±0.65
56.73±1.53
29.63±0.57

R2
0.976
0.987
0.981
0.962

Standard
IC50 (µg/ml)
43.8±0.30
31.6±0.60
31.77±0.75
232.33±2.52

R2
0.958
0.944
0.928
0.929

MMC, EMC- Methanolic and Ethyl acetate extracts of Mucuna cochinchinensis seeds
IC50- represents the 50 % inhibitory concentration, R2 – represents the regression.
From Table 2 it is evident that MMC and EMC exhibit good
antioxidant property under various mechanisms tested. MMC
showed high superoxide and nitric oxide scavenging ability
compared to EMC. Due to high reactivity of the hydroxyl group in
flavonoids, radicals are made inactive [25]. Interestingly, nitric
oxide can be viewed as a radical itself, and it is reported that
nitric oxide molecules are directly scavenged by flavonoids [26].
When flavonoids are used as antioxidants, free radicals are
scavenged and therefore can no longer react with nitric oxide,
resulting in less damage [27]. EMC proved to exhibit potent lipid
peroxidation (29.63±0.57 µg/ml) even when compared to
standard (232.33±2.52 µg/ml). Alcoholic extract of Mucuna
pruriens is reported to have lipid peroxidation ability in both
stress induced and alloxon induced in-vivo models [28]. Lipid
peroxidation of alcoholic extract of M.pruriens seed increased in
increasing concentrations [29]. All the reactive oxygen species

can damage DNA, and division of cells with unrepaired or
misrepaired damage leads to mutations. If these changes appear
in critical genes, such as oncogenes or tumor suppressor genes,
initiation or progression may result. Reactive oxygen species can
interfere directly with cell signaling and growth. The cellular
damage caused by reactive oxygen species can induce mitosis,
increasing the risk that damaged DNA will lead to mutations, and
can increase the exposure of DNA to mutagens [30]. So
antioxidant is very much associated with anticancer activity.
Enhanced antioxidant mechanism and anticancer effect were
reported for a flavone lupeol [31]. Methanolic extract of
M.pruriens exhibit significant antitumor and antioxidant effect in
Erlich Ascites Carcinoma (EAC) bearing mice [32]. In this study
MMC and EMC were tested for their anticancer potency against
human cancer cell lines Hela, Hep 2, MCF 7 and NIH 3T3 Mouse
embryonic fibroblasts cells using MTT assay.
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Table 3: Cytotoxic effect of MMC and EMC in human cell lines
Parameters

IC50 µg/ml
R2

MMC
Hela

Hep2

MCF 7

>1000
0.962

>1000
0.982

682.0 ± 2.0
0.923

NIH
3T3
>1000
0.938

EMC
Hela

Hep2

MCF 7

257.19 ± 0.27
0.992

218.7 ± 0.62
0.982

221.06 ± 0.16
0.982

NIH
3T3
>1000
0.952

MMC, EMC- Methanolic and Ethyl acetate extracts of Mucuna cochinchinensis seeds
Hela- Human cervical cancer cell line, Hep2- Human laryngeal epithelial carcinoma cells , MCF7- Breast cancer, NTH 3T3- Mouse embryonic
fibroblasts (Standard)
IC50- represents the 50 % inhibitory concentration, R2 – represents the regression.
The results (Table 3) revealed that EMC showed potent IC 50 value
for all tested cell line except NIH 3T3 normal cells (IC 50 > 1000
µg/ml) whereas MMC doesn’t produce any significant effect
compared to EMC. Thereby this study suggests that the antioxidant
and anticancer property of Mucuna cochinchinensis seed extracts
may be due to its rich flavonoidal content.
CONCLUSION
From the results obtained we are able to conclude that ethyl acetate
extract of Mucuna cochinchinensis seed had significant antioxidant
and anticancer activity. The components responsible for the activity
are unclear. Further studies are required to isolate the exact
constituents and to understand their mechanism.
REFERENCES
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.
9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

Sun J, Chen Y, Li M, Ge Z. Role of antioxidant enzymes on
ionizing radiation resistance. Free Radical Biology and
Medicine 1998; 42: 586-592.
Cherdshewasarta W, Sutjit W. Correlation of antioxidant
activity and major isoflavonoid contents of the phytoestrogenrich Pueraria mirifica and Pueraria lobata tubers.
Phytomedicine 2008; 15: 38–43.
Yildrim A, Oktay M, Bilaloglu V. The antioxidant activity of
leaves of Cydonia vulgaris. Turkish Journal of Medical Science
2001; 31:23-27.
Akinmoladun AC, Ibukun EO, Afor E, Akinrinlola BL, Onibon TR,
Akinboboye AO, et al. Chemical constituents and antioxidant
activity of Alstonia boonei. African Journal of Biotechnology
2007; 6:1197-1201.
Arun KP and Brindha P. Studies on antioxidant and antiarthritic
potentials of Jatropha tanjorensis Ellis and Saroja. Int J Pharm
Pharm Sci 2012; 4 (supp 2): 136-138.
Mariana Laundry de Mesquita, Jose Elias de Paula, Claudia
Pessoa, Manoel Odorico de Moraes, Leticia Veras Costa-Lotufo,
Raphael Grougnet, et al. Cytotoxic activity of Brazilian Cerrado
plants used in traditional medicine against cancer cell lines.
Journal of Ethnopharmacology 2009; 123: 439–445.
Cragg GM, Newman DJ. Antineoplastic agents from natural
sources: achievements and future directions. Expert Opinion
on Investigational Drugs 2000; 9: 1–15.
Anonymous. The Wealth of India Raw Materials, NISCAIR
Publishing New Delhi, L-M 2005; Vol VI: 439-444.
Anonymous. The Wealth of India- Raw Materials. First Suppl
Ser. NISCAIR 2006; 166-167.
Joy Ganem Longhi, Elisa Perez, Jair Jose de Lima, Lys Mary
Bileski Candido. In vitro evaluation of Mucuna pruriens (L.) DC.
antioxidant activity. Brazilian Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences 2011; 47(3): 535-544.
Ukachukwu SN & Obioha FC. Chemical evaluation of Mucuna
cochinchinensis as alternatives protein feed stuff. Journal of
Applied Chemistry & Agriculture Research1997; 4: 37-41.
Duraiarasan Surendhiran, Jayachandran Karthiga, Sekar
Nirmala, Abdul Razack Sirajunnisa. Isolation of Genistein from
Acalypha fruticosa and studying its antibacterial activity by
inhibition of bacterial DNA and protein. Journal of Herbal
Medicine and Toxicology 2011; 5 (1): 87-96.
Kokate CK, Purohit AP, Gokhale SB. Pharmacognosy. Nirali
Prakashan 2003;1-6.

14. Folin O, Ciocalteu V. On tyrosine and tryptophan determination
in proteins. Journal of Biology and Chemistry, 1927; 27: 627-650.
15. Chang C, Yang M, Wen H, Chern J. Estimation of total flavonoids
content in propolis by two complementary colorimetric
methods. Journal of Food and Drug Analysis 2002; 10:178-182.
16. Athukorala Y, Kim KN, Jeon YJ. Antiproliferative and antioxidant
properties of an enzymatic hydrolysate from brown alga Ecklonia
cava. Food Chem Toxicol 2006; 44: 1065- 1074.
17. Oyaizu M. Studies on products of browning reactions:antioxidative
activities of products of browning reaction prepared from
glucosamine. Jap. J. Nutr 1986; 44: 307-315.
18. Robak J, Gryglewski RJ. Flavonoids are scavengers of
superoxide anions. Biochem. Pharmacol 1988; 37: 837-841.
19. Nishikimi M, Rao NA, Yagi K. The occurrence of superoxide anion
in the reaction of reduced phenazine methosulfate and molecular
oxygen. Biochem. Biophy. Res. Commun.1972; 46: 849-854.
20. Jayaprakash GK, Jaganmohan Rao L, Sakariah KK. Antioxidant
activities of flavidin in different in vitro model systems.
Bioorg.Med. Chem. 2004; 12: 5141-5146.
21. Huong NTT, Malsumato K, Kasai R, Yamasaki K and Watanabeth.
In vitro antioxidant activity of Vietnamese ginseng saponin and
its components. Biol Pharm Bull 1998; 21: 978-981.
22. Francis D and Rita L. Rapid colorimetric assay for cell growth
and survival modifications to the tetrazolium dye procedure
giving improved sensitivity and reliability. J.Immunological
Methods 1986; 89: 271-277.
23. Charles S Buer, Nijat Imin and Michael A. Djordjevic
Flavonoids: New Roles for Old Molecules. Journal of Integrative
Plant Biology 2010; 52 (1): 98–111.
24. Davide Grassi, Giovambattista Desideri and Claudio Ferri.
Flavonoids: Antioxidants Against Atherosclerosis. Nutrients
2010; 2: 889-902; doi:10.3390/nu2080889.
25. Korkina LG, Afanasev IB. Antioxidant and chelating properties
of flavonoids. Adv Pharmacol 1997;38:151–163.
26. Van Acker SA, Tromp MN, Haenen GR, Van der Vijgh WJ, Bast A.
Flavonoids as scavengers of nitric oxide radical. Biochem
Biophys Res Commun 1995; 214:755–759.
27. Shutenko Z, Henry Y, Pinard E, et al. Influence of the antioxidant
quercetin in vivo on the level of nitric oxide determined by electron
paramagnetic resonance in rat brain during global ischemia and
reperfusion. Biochem Pharmacol 1999; 57:199–208.
28. Yamini B Tripathi, Anil K Upadhyay. Antioxidant property of
Mucuna pruriens Linn. Current Science 2001; 80(11): 1377-1378.
29. Yerra Rajeshwar, Malaya Gupta, Upal Kanti Mazumder. In Vitro
Lipid Peroxidation and Antimicrobial Activity of Mucuna
pruriens Seeds. Iranian Journal of Pharmacology &
Therapeutics 2005; 4: 32-35.
30. Robert J Nijveldt, Els van Nood, Danny EC van Hoorn, Petra G
Boelens, Klaske van Norren, and Paul AM Van Leeuwen.
Flavonoids: a review of probable mechanisms of action and
potential applications. Am J Clin Nutr 2001; 74: 418-425
31. Ravichandran N, Vajrai R, David raj C and Brindha P.
Phytochemical analysis and in vitro cytotoxic effect of
Phyllanthus Madraspatensis L. Int J Pharm Pharm Sci 2012; 4
(supp 2): 111-114.
32. Yerra Rajeshwar, Malaya Gupta, Upal Kanti Mazumder.
Antitumor Activity and in vivo Antioxidant Status of Mucuna
pruriens (Fabaceae) Seeds against Ehrlich Ascites Carcinoma in
Swiss Albino Mice. Iranian Journal of Pharmacology &
Therapeutics 2005; 4:46-53.

648

